West Portal Elementary

SSC Minutes Jan. 30, 2007
Present: (Staff) Kathy Callaghan, Jen Jordan, Jennie Lee, Cindy Bernstein, Will Lucey

(Community) Michael Fox,  Rose Lacy,  Jean Wong, Sandy Lawson

Guest: Petra Nygard, Arts Coordinator

Absent: Burt Dyer, Mary Jue, Erica Nielsen-Andrew 

Interim Facilitator: Will Lucey, Principal

	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action Item

	Introductions 
	
	

	Approval Of Minutes 1-4-07
	Clarify: Communication between teachers from grade to grade may need involvement. Means documentation of plan of support for African American students should be in students file, documenting all interventions done for student.
	Music teacher needs head up when she gets someone with special needs.

Minutes are unanimously approved.

	Action Items from last meetings
	Clarify “Will to bring in NCLB chart”. Should actually refer to AYP Targets, 2002-2014 (Federal Accountability: Adequate Yearly Progress), report with Annual Measureable Outcomes chart. 2001-02 through 2004-2005 has not jumped up. Jump noticed in 2005-06. Since West Portal scores highly, the AYP doesn’t affect us too much. If the district misses its targets, we might lose some support services. Funding is more related to API scores. Ever decreasing population of African Americans.
	Teachers are keeping an eye on their targeted populations.

After four years from now, ELEP population can become a concern; might affect Language Arts scores. 

SSC Summit: attended by Will Lucey, Michael, Jean, Mary. No translation support provided by district. Academic plan is due 3/16/07. Based on workshop Michael attended, seemed as if we are well ahead of the curve in Parent Communication. Will Lucey went to Making Sense of Prop H; discussion later with budget review.

	Planning for Community Meeting
	Auto-dialer is going out.

Will to send PowerPoint presentation for community meeting to all SSC for feedback, includes agenda.


	If you have class reps, have them email parent survey and reminder about community meeting.  

Make sure surveys turned in have grade level. Keep track of the number of surveys returned.

Check surveys for parent comments. 

	Input from Community
	This year’s meeting will be more “by the book”.

Something missing from our meetings each year is focal questions. Will found Academic Program Survey new this year in district text on planning your community meeting. Each teacher will get this to fill out this weekend. Also in the booklet are samples of focal questions for the breakout sessions. Eg. “What do you think is working at our school in reading, writing, and math?” For parent concerns outside of focal question, use “Issues Bin (Idea Parking Lot)” 

Jennie Lee to lead Chinese-speaking breakout session.

Concerns about tallying parent comments.

No cuts expected next year, so perhaps budget discussion not needed, or can be limited to overview of very small percentage that is discretionary, what should we as a school community meeting be concentrating on.


	Is there a way to tailor focal questions to unresolved issues from last year?

Facilitators need guidelines.

Okay to ask your group if someone would like to share their group’s main comments.

	Preliminary Budget
	We received more money, but salaries went up. 

Concern is what final allocation in September will be; fortunately for us the district budgeted for 540 students. We usually have 550 students, so our final allocation will probably be higher.

Prop H arts went up.

Block grant went down, but that’s okay.

New money for library.  New money for art, music,

PE equipment.

EL. Arts  Program Money? 

We get in again, but it’s not in this budget.

All staff positions will stay.

Discretionary money is used for tutoring center.   Hard to use parent club money to pay staff salaries.


	

	Other Business
	CONSTUCTION!!   Big metal elevator post is done wrong – must be done again.   One set of stairs between Yard one and yard 2
	 Will will  send out punch list 

	
	PIP – Primary intervention program  for students who are awkward or shy at school.  32 students will receive services this year.  It’s a one on one “play” program to help children become decision makers and to make choices – be more self aware.
	Teachers bubble in surveys to determine eligibility for k-3  teachers can also make referrals.

	Next SSC Meeting
	
	


