	Site Council Community Meeting #1

Meeting Notes (by facilitator)


Kathy Callaghan, Jean Wong 

	What is working
	What is not working

	Reading and writing and how much there is in the 4th grade
	More emphasis on classics in literature (i.e. Oliver Twist, etc—3rd grade)

	Impressed with preparation in doing reports (i.e. book reports)
	Need more science; district should provide resources

	Library, PE, music—above and beyond
	Need more arts (i.e. drawing skills)

	Kids feel safe; loving environment
	Need computer lab

	Inclusion program works well
	

	After school tutoring program
	

	
	


(Book  ”Out of Harm’s Way” resource to talk with kids about a variety of issues)

What do you suggest to improve student achievement?

· Emphasize more classics

· More after school clubs (i.e. chess, acting, art)

· Get science curriculum to integrate math

· More arts in the classroom

· Have a computer lab

· Work with existing process and compliment it (i.e. with science, art, math etc)

· Have designated art teachers

· Set up clubs (4-6 weeks like knitting club; literature, science, art, computer science clubs. Make it fun for kids. Keep it simple)

· Keep after school tutoring program and expand it

· Give kids tools to work out anger and feeling of frustration

Jen Jordan, Sandy Lawson 

	What is working
	What is not working

	Overall school is working (4)
	Too much testing (3)

	Mixed grade classes (1)
	Arts program dependent on volunteers (4)

	Big buddies/little buddies (6)
	Blacktops yard 3 and 4 (2)

	After school enrichment (parade, musical, basketball) (6)
	More grammar/writing in CIP; penmanship (7)

	Full time librarian (2) 
	GATE program (4) 


What do you suggest to improve student achievement?

· Post more writing on the walls

· Better social studies materials (3)

· Standardize the GATE program

· More hands on science

Jennie Lee (Cantonese group)

	What is working
	What is not working

	Writing
	More project based science (1st- on up)

	Chinese movie in the afternoon
	More instructional strategies to increase reading comprehension

	Parent organized summer school
	Reading—more intensive

	
	Character education

	
	Penmanship


What do you suggest to improve student achievement?

· Tutoring in English for students between basic and proficient (or for those willing to pay)

· Project based science

· After school language classes

· More vocabulary building lessons

· More reading books for students to take home

· Students share/present at school what they have been reading

· Spring musical: translate letters home in Chinese

· More enrichment for students proficient and above

· Include examples within homework so that parents understand what to do. 

Cindy B

	What is working
	What is not working/ suggestions

	Awareness of current global events (1)
	More science in lower grades 4)

	Targeted kids getting help, including non academic assistance (4)
	More foreign language 2nd-5th such as Mandarin or Spanish (6)

	RSP great (1)
	Conceptual math (2)

	ELL: kids moving out and up
	Integrated curriculum (1) 

	Music makers (5)
	Penmanship

	Teachers warm, caring, loving. Fabulous parents working with terrific teachers (8)
	Classes too big, rooms too small in 4th and 5th (4)

	Academics that challenge without being intimidating (5) 
	Informal WP testing mid year i.e. writing

	Writing and science great in 4/5th 
	More PE and health curriculum and more play equipment for recess (1)

	
	Daily physical activity (aerobic) (2) organized activities at lunch (primary) like tai chi

	
	Use computers for reinforcement rather than spending money on workbooks


Michael and Rose

	What is working
	What is not working

	Exposure to challenging subjects
	More emphasis on presentation—handwriting, neatness, don’t rely on word processes sing

	Library
	More reference material practice

	PE
	Parent would like to volunteer in room 12

	Staff is very well prepared for individual students
	Parent would like to see art from room 12 in spring festival

	Great socialization; empathy
	Resurface yard 3 and 4

	Big buddy program
	Learning imbalance should be better addressed—is the academic load to high for “bouncy” kids? Are active kids allowed to move around during instruction time? Does instruction include movement? Such as dance steps to teach math—movement based instruction

	
	Tedious, repetitive homework; creative project to practice concepts? More homework options especially for learning differences of GATE

	
	Even more PE

	
	Publish schedule of the day/week include class specific schedule with message folder

	
	Copy quality poor on homework 


What do you suggest to improve student achievement?

· Tutoring in English for students between basic and proficient (or for those willing to pay)

· Project based science

· After school language classes

· More vocabulary building lessons

· More reading books for students to take home

· Students share/present at school what they have been reading

· Spring musical: translate letters home in Chinese

· More enrichment for students proficient and above

· Include examples within homework so that parents understand what to do. 

Issues Cards

· Can the kids we taken to west portal playground regularly—twice a week? Even just to run around on the grass for while?

· How about having the teachers meet with all the parents at the start of the year to coordinate studies for the year. How can the parents work with the teachers to allow all students to learn and exceed goals

· Instructional strategies for a comprehension handout for parents

· Science, more hands on experimentation

· Why are the restrooms downstairs not available especially for the grandparents?

· Please omit typos from flyers and other materials sent home to parents

· More physical activity during the learning process. Especially for 2-4th because they cannot concentrate without a high fidget factor.  Movement based instruction mixed in with regular stuff.  

· Make sure 4th and 5th grade curriculum is aligned with what is expected in 6th grade

· Do we have a computer lab? That would be great for 2nd-5th 

